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THE  INQUIRY  AT  MARE  ISLAND   AND   SHORE  DUTY

1892-1894

THE inquiry instituted by the secretary began its session
on January 7, 1892, in the administration building at the Mare
Island Navy Yard and continued until January 18th. In this
interval of time the judge advocate general and Commissioner
Manley examined seventy-two witnesses with the greatest minute-
ness. Every detail and circumstance connected with the un-
fortunate occurrence, or which may have led up to the attack
of October 16th, was gone into. A summary of the evidence
given each day was transmitted to the President for his infor-
mation and examination.

Reading the testimony over to-day, one can not fail to be
impressed by the wonderful agreement in the evidence given
by different men widely separated from each other when the
attack was made at several points in the city. The remarkable
agreement of witness after witness^ as to the time when the
assault began and ended, and the striking accuracy in describing
scenes or incidents where two or three or more were together
at the moment, is convincing proof of the truthfulness of the
account as related by these witnesses.

The further fact that the testimony given by these same
men before the inquiry at Mare Island differs in no essential
degree from the testimony given by the same witnesses before
the court convened in October, 1891, at Valparaiso, conclusively
establishes its truthfulness.

While the investigation was in progress the repairs to the
Baltimore were pushed rapidly forward as far as that was possi-
ble in the dock. As the dock was needed for other vessels, the
cruiser was floated out after a few days, but before undertaking
to do this the commandant was advised that the hawsers of the
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y for her arrival at
